*This fictional news release will be distributed across ABC and all ABC constituents: LA Times, 
New York Times, The Hollywood Reporter, ABC News, Today Show, Good Morning America, Essence Magazine, BET, Etc.*
Shondaland Cuffed ABC

As cuffing season approaches, Shondaland and ABC have coupled up, creating a new and improved broadcasting powerhouse. The infamous production company, with other investors, has closed on a merging deal with the 80-year-old Television Broadcasting Company. Setting the price at a mere $150 million, Disney effectively placed a “for sale” sign on one of their most lucrative channels. 

“This will be a monumental shift in mainstream media,” said Natasha Cardigan, CFO. -Shondaland's primary mission is to increase the exposure of people of color in the media and place our carefully curated characters in positions of power so that the everyday public can be aware that WE can be in those positions.” 

With TV sensations like Grey’s Anatomy, Scandal, and Bridgerton amassing global success, Shondaland, a part of Hearest Digital Media Network, has cemented itself as an entertainment powerhouse and, at the helm, a monumental woman with her eye on the prize. The creative prowess of Shonda Rhimes has engineered and redefined the architecture and art of screenwriting. They are enabling representation across the board and beyond the table. 

The merger of Shondaland and ABC will bring about:
· The launch of the Shondaland and ABC Network 
· Stating and reinstating underfunded television series popular with diverse crowds
· Implementing the ABC young writer program. Meant to shine a light on verging writers in underfunded communities 
· Decrease prices of streaming platforms owned by ABC 

From television success to media monopoly, the $250 million TV mogul Shonda Rhimes sets out to expand her empire by merging with ABC, the company that started her career.

Shondaland is the pioneering storytelling company founded by Shonda Rhimes. Shondaland.com operates as a part of the Hearst Digital Media Network and is an inclusive destination which features in-depth interviews, emotional and relatable essays, and smart unexpected culture coverage.

The ABC Television Network is home to comedy favorites like "The Conners," "Abbott Elementary"; reality phenomenons "Shark Tank" and "American Idol" as well as long-running hit "Dancing with the Stars"; "General Hospital," along with daytime talk show "The View" and late-night talk show "Jimmy Kimmel Live!" The network also boasts some of television's most prestigious awards shows, including The Oscars, the Country Music Awards, The American Music Awards and more. ABC Studios is a leader in the development, production and strategic distribution of entertainment content and is the key content provider for the ABC Entertainment Group. The studio's current hits include "Grey's Anatomy," "The Good Doctor," and more series that air on other networks.


Thought Leadership Piece:
Dismantle the Table

***A message from Kimberly Goodwin to ABC employees and loyal fans ***

I am the first Black President, the first Black British Princess, and the first Black woman CEO of ABC News. What do these three statements have in common? 

First and Black.

When you reach a particular position or level of power, it is your responsibility and duty to be a guide, a mentor, and a resource for those who look up to you. When I started my career at my local news station, I wanted to go as far as possible. At 18, I developed a work ethic that pushed me into my life's most challenging and triumphant events. I won't say I could have never dreamed of being ABC News's CEO, but it is a testament to not knowing where your life will take you. 

Being the daughter of a single mother and growing up in Queens, New York, is not easy, but I do not dwell on my adversity. Once I was born, my blackness was always a defining factor, and it was up to me to use that fact to become the best and ultimately the first in whatever I achieved. It became my identity. 

Many children of minority parents, regardless of citizenship, feel an immense amount of pressure to be the best. The simple concept of being the best comes from an environment that WE are rarely seen in, until now. The concept of a table has existed for centuries, though it may not have been called a table. A monarch’s court, an HOA, a PTA, and the ABC News boardroom are all examples of a table. We, as POC people in this country, have been encouraged and taught that we either need to bring a seat to the table or create the table. With this merger with Shondaland, the table will be dismantled altogether. 

It is high time we acknowledged the standards imposed upon people for decades, which come from an outdated ideal that led to acceptance. ABC and Shondaland seek to reinvent those standards and open a door for reprieve and empathy as humans on this Earth. I don't mean to speak for them, but my people, Black people, have been fighting since the creation of this country. Many have achieved firsts and become the “best of the best” in the entertainment industry. 

In 2023, the bar has risen, and we must rise to the occasion. 

Striving to achieve a standard that is not authentic to the culture or the person will never garner the true success that would bring about the necessary evolution of society. Removing the standards and walls that hinder lives resets and reimagines the playing field so our children can thrive in a world of genuine opportunity. 

My leadership has been consistently questioned since the beginning. I remember reading an article titling this era the “Reign of Error” when I was dubbed the new CEO. Disney has been hurting for a while now, and desperate times call for desperate measures. I ask you to continue questioning me, but trust that my decisions are for our company's good. ABC is one of the grandfathers of American entertainment. Millions of households view our shows, movies, and news daily, and we must recognize that. 

I am proud to be the first Black woman CEO of ABC News. I am humbled and honored to lead you into the new age. Don't be afraid of change. Life is racked with it. Shondaland has pioneered change, and its ideals and nuances to work/ life culture will benefit us. If we've learned anything from the “Golden Bachelor,” you're never too old to try something new, and with a bit of faith, trust, and pixie dust, you can fly. 
